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For each essay you’re assigned to read, please complete this rubric, writing compliments and specific suggestions for each grading category.  Please avoid offering vague feedback (“This should be more interesting.”) and aim to provide more specific, detailed feedback (“A specific description of how online predators make contact with underage social media users would help me to understand how this issue occurs.”)

Write at least 300 words of feedback for each draft.

After you have completed this rubric, please save a copy of it.  Then, go to the Canvas submission details page and attach this file to the comment box (under “Add a Comment”), then click on “Save.”

Writer’s name: 
Reviewer’s name: 



Definition Essay – Grading Rubric
	Category
	Superior Description
	Compliments
	Specific Suggestions

	Thesis
	The thesis explicitly presents a precise problem, establishes specific and significant effects of the problem, and offers an overview of key conversations and debates surrounding the problem.  It makes clear why this problem must be solved and/or why the public should be concerned about it.
	-The topic is engaging and complements well with the anecdote.
-This anecdote in effect captures the reader’s imagination and effortlessly results mental interest. 
 
	-The reserch needs to have proper emphasis on the effects of the problem without being vague. In this regard, avoid open statements such as “Brooke’s parents began to notice sudden changes in her behavior, as they started taking a hold of her phone to limit her time on such networking sites.” The reader wonders which behaviors were this?
-In addition, there should be a clear thesis at the end of the introduction. Beginning with, “This paper seeks to determine…” easily shows the paper’s aims.
-While the anecdote is vivid its use should be short and succint 
-Commencing with  a story-like anecdote is not bad, nonetheless, sticking to the story throughout your introducton demeans the academic propensity of the paper. 

	Analysis of the Problem: Definition and Discussion of Effects
	Analysis of the problem and effects is sophisticated, insightful, and offers persuasive, specific details on the problem’s context and severity.  The essay provides critical, scholarly definitions of terms and concepts central to the problem and its effects.  
	-The paper discusses the problem in detail and describes its effects affably.
-The use of multimodal depictions in the paper complements its academic inclination well.
	-While the discussion is sophisticated, there is need for proper organization of pertinent ideas throughout the paper. 
-Use more theoretical definitions and terms to ensure proper insight.

	Representation of Conversations
	The written text explores, summarizes, and evaluates a variety of significant debates, perspectives and arguments. The arguments and the analysis that supports them are sophisticated, creative, persuasive, insightful, and engaged with scholarly discourse.
	-Arguments throughout the research have thoughtful presentation. 
-Overall, the research shows detailed summary of expert opinions. 
	-The paper nonetheless needs clear summary of germane insights in order to avoid overuse of information that leads to confusion. 
-Certain paragraphs have repetitive information showing unfettered ambiguity in writing. 

	Organization
	Each paragraph clearly develops one main idea with a clear topic sentence, and the relationships between paragraphs are explicitly or implicitly signaled by sophisticated transitions.  While the writer may develop an important idea in more than one paragraph, the reader can easily follow the writer’s logical progression from one point to the next.
	-The paragraphs are rich in information concerning the topics in question
	-This paper should really focus on paragraph structuring, as transitions are not executed per required academic verbatim. 
-There is a gross failure to focus on the end of paragraphs and transition elements, which underscores poor logic interpretation and understanding. 

	Selection of Evidence
	Sources demonstrate the writer’s strong, nuanced understanding of how to select credible sources to support an academic argument.  The essay relies mostly on timely scholarly sources with a useful selection of popular sources, and exceeds the required number of sources. 

	-The sources are quite academic, credible, and timely.
	-Try to improve on source variety
-Overreliance on websites heavily affects the academic pathos, logos, and ethos of the paper. 

	Integration of Evidence
	The credibility of each source is described or implied in the body of the essay and sources are accurately portrayed.  The writer introduces and integrates the sources correctly and seamlessly into the essay.  The writer's own argument is not overshadowed by the use of other voices; instead, the sources amplify and enhance the argument.
	-Good number of sources
-Good integration of sources
	-The sources should amplify your argument instead of being the argument themselves.
-Source integration within the research should have ample backup reason as to its importance within the discussion

	Language
	The writing is clear, eloquent and characterized by precise word choices and purposeful sentences with varied structure.  The prose is mechanically correct and free of errors in punctuation, grammar, spelling, and usage.
	-There was minimal overuse of words. 
	-Work on grammar and style as the paper has numerous errors in this regard 
-Work on reducing ambiguity as some sections of paragraphs are not understandable easily. 

	Academic Ethos
	Writer is consistently objective in presentation of text and ideas.  Consistent use of correct MLA style throughout, including margins, page numbering, in-text citations and Works Cited.
	-Ideas appear appropriate.
	-Adhere to consistent “works cited” page formatting. Sources should be on their own page and follow consistent paragraph indentation, which is 0.5” left-hanging. 



